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NO. 1 SEED TENNESSEE LADY VOLS PRESS CONFERENCE QUOTES 
 
Head Coach Pat Summitt 
Opening Statement: 
“Obviously, Dayton is a team that is resilient.  They demonstrated that in closing out in an impressive way yesterday.  We 
have to focus on our defense and board play and have to find a way to make shots.  I like where we are.  I’m excited for 
this team.” 
 
(on protecting a No. 1 seed after watching Kansas’ men’s team lose Saturday night): 
“Obviously, I was watching.  It was a great game.  It was a reminder that we can’t take anything for granted.  Our team 
has to be focused.  Dayton will make runs.  They have size and match us.  It’s a matter of our team being invested.  I 
hope our bench can give us quality minutes.  I like the rotation that we’re starting to see.  That will help keep our players 
fresh.” 
 
(on not feeling good about some players’ efforts on Saturday): 
“That was yesterday.  Today is a new day.  I was probably the hardest on Lyssi (Brewer).  It’s so important for her to battle 
on every possession.  Yesterday, she would pick and choose.  Taber (Spani) did a great job.  She deserved to be here (in 
the press conference).  I wanted her to see what it takes to get ready for the next games.  Alicia (Manning) struggled 
yesterday.  She was trying to do too much.  I told her, ‘Forget yesterday.  Move forward.  We’ve got to have you.’” 
 
(on freshman Kamiko Williams): 
“Today is Sunday, so we had a little prayer meeting.  She responded very well.  Kamiko is more casual and laid back.  
The time we spent in film session was very beneficial.  This team needs her.  If she doesn’t step up, it can be costly.  I told 
her, ‘You can be a mental midget, or you can be a mental giant.’  From this day forward, she’s going to be a mental giant.” 
 
(on the closeness and accountability of the Tennessee team): 
“This is a team that’s very close.  They hold each other accountable.  It has been interesting to see their growth and their 
maturity.  Kelley (Cain) and Lyssi (Brewer) police the post game.  Angie (Bjorklund) and Shekinna (Stricklen) have been 
working with the guards.  They have taken ownership in a positive way.  We have told them, ‘It’s not our team.  It’s your 
team.  You have to want it more than anyone else in the country.’  They have responded.  Have I been hard on them?  
Yes.  But that’s my job, too.” 
 
(on the role of guards on the Tennessee team): 
“If we can play inside-out, that’s where the game will be determined eventually.  If our post players are double-teamed, 
our guards will benefit from our inside-outside game.  No one has benefited more than Angie (Bjorklund).  We’ve put a 
package of screens together to help her get open.  I’ve told her to speak to herself, ‘Wait, wait, wait,’ because she can get 
anxious.” 
 
(on Dayton coach Jim Jabir): 
“I’ve known Jim.  He’s an excellent coach because of his ability to teach.  His teams execute well.  Watching his team 
yesterday, they have great ball movement and great player movement.  They have great weapons.  Boards will be a key.  
Jim is very successful and respected in our profession.” 
 
Sophomore Forward Alyssia Brewer 
Coach was not happy yesterday about the rebounding efforts; she said you had roll call at half time, talk a little 
bit about that, and where you are mentally about playing to advance and playing to win. 
“Yeah, we just had a little check at halftime; our rebounding wasn’t where it was supposed to be.  But I think after that we 
really got after it and our mentality for advancing is survive and advance, we are going to give it our all so that we can 
advance” 
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There is so much focus on rebounding, I am curious about guard play. Eeveryone makes an issue about guard 
play in the postseason, I’m curious about how the players feel about guard play versus the inside play, how 
you’ve really managed to dominate the inside game, can that make up for any perceived weakness or any 
concern at the guard spot? 
“I think at first before even the SEC Tournament started it was all about our post game, but I think our guards have really 
stepped up and done what coach asked them to do.  They need to be a big role in order for us to advance and I think they 
have stepped up to that matter” 
 
Sometimes coach has said that you, especially last year, pick and choose when you wanted to play do you notice 
that happens when you make a big run like you did yesterday, and it’s kind of hard to keep that momentum?  And 
is it something that you can check yourselves or does coach have to say ‘hey this is one of those moments when 
you’re choosing not to play’? 
“Earlier games in the season we did have a big lead, but the thing about yesterday and the difference between that game 
before is that we would let them come back within single digits.  And I noticed yesterday we didn’t let that happen but we 
still kind of let down.  But I think we can check each other before coach has to check us, we have done a really good job 
of being able to get on to each other without coach having to, at first.” 
 
When you hear that Dayton was down by 18 yesterday and won the game, how much, if at all, does that change 
the way you perceive a team when you know they have had to come back and fight back in a game like that? 
“Every team is out here to fight to win, obviously they have that mentality, to be able to come back and win, but for us it’s 
just we have to keep the pressure going and keep our game going for the whole 40 minutes for us to be able to do what 
we always do.” 
 
Lyssi since the post game is your bread and butter, you go there first, Dayton is a little bit bigger team this time 
around, do you like going against bigger posts or do you prefer smaller posts? Which do you feel you are more 
successful against? 
“My mentality doesn’t change whether it is a small post or a bigger post I still go into the game thinking I am going to have 
to do certain things to be able to be successful with my game.  It’s not necessarily that I have a preference between the 
two.”  
 
Sophomore Forward Alicia Manning 
Coach was not happy yesterday about the rebounding efforts; she said you had roll call at half time, talk a little 
bit about that, and where you are mentally about playing to advance and playing to win. 
“Coach always says rebounding wins championships and I think that is right on.  We have such a big size advantage 
against these smaller teams, so it’s going to be a huge advantage for us if we can continue to get that rebounding, I think 
that will help a lot.” 
 
There is so much focus on rebounding, I am curious about guard play. Everyone makes an issue about guard 
play in the postseason, I’m curious about how the players feel about guard play versus the inside play, how 
you’ve really managed to dominate the inside game, can that make up for any perceived weakness or any 
concern at the guard spot? 
“Obviously since we do have one of the best post games in the country, our guards just focus on getting the posts touches 
and then that will open the game up for us.  Especially in the beginning of the game just getting them looks, then hopefully 
the defense will collapse on them and open up shots for us.  But it’s our job to get the posts the ball and if we continue to 
do that then I think we will be just fine” 
 
Sometimes coach has said that you, especially last year, pick and choose when you wanted to play do you notice 
that happens when you make a big run like you did yesterday, and it’s kind of hard to keep that momentum?  And 
is it something that you can check yourselves or does coach have to say hey this is one of those moments when 
you’re choosing not to play? 
“Obviously when you have a big lead like that it’s easy to become relaxed and content, but we have to treat every game 
especially right now in the postseason, like it’s the national championship game.  Just staying focused and trying to get 
better every possession and putting together a 40 minute game every game we play.” 
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When you hear that Dayton was down by 18 yesterday and won the game, how much, if at all, does that change 
the way you perceive a team when you know they have had to come back and fight back in a game like that? 
“Every team in this tournament, there is a reason why they are here, there is a reason why Dayton is here, there is a 
reason why they won that game.  They proved to the NCAA that they deserve to be in this tournament.  Seeing yesterday 
that they were at an 18-point deficit and came back, that just shows, like coach was saying they are resilient and they 
have heart, they are not ready to go home yet, so we have to take that into account and play as best as we can tomorrow”  
 
 
Freshman Guard Taber Spani 
Coach was not happy yesterday about the rebounding efforts; she said you had roll call at half time, talk a little 
bit about that, and where you are mentally about playing to advance and playing to win. 
“I think rebounds are such a staple of who we are, for us it’s just about focusing and getting every box out. Like coach 
always says it’s about heart and desire and wanting to play every minute of the 40 minutes. I think it stepped up in the 
second half but it’s going to need to improve for Monday.” 
 
There is so much focus on rebounding, I am curious about guard play. Everyone makes an issue about guard 
play in the postseason, I’m curious about how the players feel about guard play versus the inside play, how 
you’ve really managed to dominate the inside game, can that make up for any perceived weakness or any 
concern at the guard spot? 
 “I think our team is very balanced but obviously with Kelly Cain, and Lyssi and Glory in there you kind of play to your 
advantages.  So like they said you try to dominate the post game early and hopefully they will collapse and double and it 
opens it up.  So just playing to the game plan, and I think we have done that the last couple of games and it’s really 
helped open up first the posts and then the guards.” 
 
Sometimes coach has said that you, especially last year, pick and choose when you wanted to play do you notice 
that happens when you make a big run like you did yesterday, and it’s kind of hard to keep that momentum?  And 
is it something that you can check yourselves or does coach have to say hey this is one of those moments when 
you’re choosing not to play? 
“I think we have grown a lot this past season in working on that. Now I think we are trying to not necessarily play the team 
we are up by 20 against we are trying to be the best team we can be, and we know that we have to prepare for the 
upcoming rounds.  I think that has really helped us and the accountability on this team is much improved I think. We can 
definitely self check that, and coach shouldn’t be the one that has to get on us for effort, hustle, and attitude, that should 
be us.” 
 
When you hear that Dayton was down by 18 yesterday and won the game, how much, if at all, does that change 
the way you perceive a team when you know they have had to come back and fight back in a game like that? 
“Just echoing off it just shows the type of team that they are, every team in this tournament wants to win and wants to 
compete as if it is their last game. So I think it shouldn’t really change our mentality because from now on every team that 
we play is going to have that mindset of wanting to win and advance.  So I think for us we can’t really focus on what they 
are going to do we have to focus on what we can control and that’s playing a 40 minute game, and I think we all feel that if 
we do that we are going to be a hard team to beat.” 


